About the DRAA
The Durham Region Astronomical Association is a non-profit organization that was founded and incorporated in 2001 by
amateur astronomers. The DRAA is for everyone; from beginners to advanced amateurs and professionals. The DRAA is
dedicated to the advancement of astronomy by increasing astronomical knowledge and promoting, among its members
and the public, the observation and recording of astronomical phenomena.
DRAA Activities
Meetings are held monthly from September through to June and include informative lectures, talks, videos, slide
shows, demonstrations, and help about the night sky by amateur and professional astronomers. Visitors are
always welcome. Contact the DRAA by phone or e-mail or visit the DRAA web site for the meeting schedule.
AstroWorkshops, as the name suggests, are less frequent meetings aimed at teaching you the basics about
astronomy, such as learning the night sky, how to select and use a star atlas and a telescope, and to explore
intermediate and advanced topics such as astrophotography and doing science by contributing data to
professional astronomers.
Members Observing Nights are held at the Durham Region Astronomical Association Centre for Observing
(DRAACO) a “dark sky” location in the eastern part of Durham Region, high up in the Oak Ridges Moraine. This site
offers an unobstructed view of the celestial sphere, and is less affected by light pollution, yet is within relatively
easy driving distance for the members. DRAACO is for the use of members to explore the night sky, participate in
observing challenges, and collect images and data for real science. Guests may accompany members to DRAACO
on a trial visit basis.
Public Stargazing Nights are held by the members in communities across the Durham Region and encourage the
public to observe through large telescopes, learn about astronomy, and understand the effects of light pollution.
Member Benefits
Benefits include: monthly meetings; use of a dark sky observing site, including a telescoped-equipped observatory;
AstroWorkshop sessions; a monthly newsletter, Event Horizon; discounts on astronomy literature, including handbooks
and magazines; a member orientation manual packed with helpful Association resources; access to the telescope loaner
program that enable members to try out telescopes in the 60 mm to 200 mm aperture range; and access to the
Association's interactive web site where members can engage in discussion forums and keep informed of up-to-date
Association activities.
Join the DRAA
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in Astronomy. You do not need a telescope to join.
Please make cheques payable to The Durham Region Astronomical Association
209 Dundas Street East, P.O. Box 563, Whitby, Ontario, Canada, L1N 5V3, voice: 289 629 1702

drastronomy.com
□ New □ Renew

Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________ City: _____________________________ Postal Code: __________
Phone: (_____) _____________________ e-mail: __________________________________________________________
Check membership class and consider a Gift amount:
□ Adult $35

□ Post-secondary student $20 □ Youth (under 16) $10

□ Gift$ ______

Total: $ ______

